16 February 2018

PYP
Attitudes
Appreciation
I am
thankful!
Commitment
I will not give
up!
Confidence
I know I can!
Cooperation
I work with
others!
Creativity
I can make it
better!
Curiosity
I wonder!
Empathy
I know how
you feel!
Enthusiasm
I am excited!
Independenc
e I can do it
by myself!
Integrity
I tell the
truth and am
honest!
Respect
I am polite
and respect
others!
Tolerance
I accept
others!

2018 Prep StudentsOur amazing Prep students have settled into school life seamlessly, I have had the pleasure
of visiting all of our Prep Classrooms and have been blown away by their engagement and
enthusiasm for learning. From their first swimming lesson to Independent reading and
Assembly, they have been amazing and have embraced this big step with great confidence
and excitement.

New School Crossing
As most of you will be aware work has begun to install the School Crossing at the back of
the school on Leichardt Street. My apologies for any disruption caused when the street was
closed, I was not made aware that the work was starting. The Crossing should be finished
by next week however to ensure the safety of our children it will not officially be in use
until a Crossing Supervisor has been appointed and trained through the Melton Council. As
I am notified of further details I will keep the school community informed.
Traffic
Please ensure that you take note of the signs as parking officers are vigilant and have been patrolling
the area regularly. This includes ensuring that you are not double parking or parking across
driveways. Underpinning the traffic management is, of course, the safety of our children and whilst it
might cause some upset at the end of the day the most important thing is that all of our children are
safe and well.
Stop and Drop Zone
Thank you to parents using the ‘Stop and Drop’ zone at the front of the school.
We are working alongside the Melton Council to ensure that this process is improved
however we need our community support. In order for the ‘Stop and Drop Zone’ to work
effectively it requires everyone to work together, adhering to the traffic signage.
The Stop and Drop Zone is clearly marked and a banner is displayed in the area.
It is monitored by a member of staff between 8:45-9:00am and 3:15-3:30pm.
To ensure the flow of traffic and ease of drop-offs and pick-ups, please:
 Do not park in the Stop and Drop zone for any longer than two minutes, as this holds up
the traffic for other parents.
 Do not leave your car whilst you are in the Stop and Drop zone.
 Ensure that your child is ready to leave or enter the car when the car has COMPLETELY
STOPPED.
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After School:
 Please do not wait in the Stop and Drop Zone for your child to come from their classroom. If
your child is not waiting for you when you arrive you will be asked to leave the Stop and
Drop Zone and return by circling the two roundabouts on Tenterfield Drive. This will allow a
smoother flow of traffic and minimum wait time for all parents.
Please be understanding if you are asked to move – the zone is just that – a Stop and Drop Zone.
If you wish to park and walk your child to or from school, please use one of the alternative spaces.
There are clear parking restrictions in place which are being monitored by our local Council. Please
ensure you adhere to the parking restrictions and DO NOT park in the Stop and Drop Zone which has
No Parking signs displayed.
Your ongoing co-operation in this is very much appreciated.
Information Evenings
We have reflected carefully on feedback from parents and staff and made the considered decision to
improve communication with our families through Compass rather than holding individual
information sessions at each year level. Each team including the specialists will be sending out a
‘year level information sheet’ that will outline key curriculum focus for the year, extra-curricular
activities and special dates etc. Any parents that require further information will be encouraged to
make a time with the teacher individually. We are wanting to keep our parents more informed about
what is happening at school on a more ongoing and frequent basis. We will, however continue to
hold Camp information evenings as we have in the past, prior to students attending camp.
Once a week the Team leader of each team will post an update via Compass to inform parents of
what is happening across their year level. We are also planning for more focused parent information
sessions throughout the year for parents who would like to attend. These will include sessions on
the IB Primary Years Program, helping your child with Numeracy and Strategies to support at home
with Reading and Writing etc. These sessions will be advertised on Compass throughout the year and
will be open for all parents.
Specialist Enrichment and Extension Program
This term our Specialist Team have been working hard to develop our new Extension and
Enrichment Program. This program provides students with opportunities to engage in a variety of
academic-based learning experiences in areas that they already show particular strengths and
interest. Students will be selected based on their achievements in a particular Specialist area.
Parents will be notified via Compass if their child is selected. This Term the Extension and
Enrichment Program will be focussing on The Arts and French Curriculum. Children will take part in
the program once a week and will work in small groups with our Specialist Teachers, the focus and
the groups will change each term. The program is designed to intellectually challenge students and
extend their thinking in their particular specialist area and provide opportunities for rich extension.
Sports for Schools Program
We are excited to be taking part in the 2018 Coles
Sports for Schools program.
During the previous campaign, we were able to
purchase some great resources with the vouchers
we earned, thanks to our school community. If you
collect any vouchers from Coles please hand them in
to the classroom teacher. We are grateful for your
support and look forward to a successful program.
Curriculum Day
A reminder that it is a Curriculum day on Friday 9th March, children are not required at school on this
day. The following Monday 12th March is the Labour day public holiday – school will be closed this
day.
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Insurance
Please note that Kororoit Creek Primary School does not have a whole of school policy covering
parents/guardians who do not have student accident insurance.
Parents/guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students,
including the cost of an ambulance and any other transport costs.
If they wish, parents/guardians can purchase insurance policies form commercial insurers for this
purpose. We do encourage our families to obtain ambulance cover to avoid any unexpected costs. In
the unfortunate event of an emergency, our duty of care to the children and community will be
always be paramount.
Introducing… Kororoit Creek PS 2018 School Captains
Our school captains for 2018 were announced at the last assembly of 2017 and were re-introduced
at assembly last week so our 2018 Prep and new students would know who they are. Our School
Captains have a very important role within our school. They will be working closely with myself and
Beck Werchon to lead initiatives within the school, mentor and support our younger students and
lead by example. Our student leadership team had their first meeting last week where they defined
their roles and responsibilities. It was great to see their excitement and I look forward to continuing
to work alongside them this year. Congratulations to all of our School Captains – we know you will
do KCPS proud.

From left to right:
Marco Spagnuolo – Red House Captain
Shanee Hamilton – Red House Captain
Brian Kim – Green House Captain
Teshana Munro – Green House Captain
Shayla Cao – Yellow House Captain
Noah Ghebremichael – Yellow House Captain
Medha Peri – French Captain
Zach Fisher – French Captain
Alpay Sarman – Art Captain
Tristan Dellidis – School Captain
Mathushan Suntharamohan – Environment Captain
Halle Hughes – Environment Captain
Alex Leao – SRC (Student Representative Council) Captain
Kaavya Rambukkana – SRC (Student Representative Council) Captain
Katarina Stankovic – Blue House Captain
Kyle Lobo – Blue House Captain
Lucy Cachia – Music Captain
Jonathan Retuta – Music Captain
Rashad Zawahir – Sports Captain
Ella Costanzo – Sports Captain
Absent for photo: Emily Rutkowski – School Captain and Lauren Arlaud – Art Captain
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Birthdays
We are more than happy to help celebrate children’s birthdays at school as this is a special day for
them. We ask that cupcakes only be provided rather than a traditional birthday cake which can be
difficult to handle and share amongst a large number of children. Please ensure that there are
enough cupcakes for each child in the grade and, of course, one for the teacher! As some children
will not be able to participate for dietary, medical or personal reasons cupcakes must be given to the
classroom teacher to distribute. PLEASE ENSURE ALL FOOD BROUGHT TO SCHOOL IS NUT FREE AS
WE HAVE SEVERAL CHILDREN WITH SEVERE ALERGIES TO NUTS AND NUT PRODUCTS.

Have a fantastic fortnight.
Bethany Saunders
Acting Principal.

Community Picnic
A reminder that our Community
Picnic is fast approaching, on
Monday 26th of February from
5.30pm-7.00pm. Please bring
along a picnic basket, rug and
water or soft drinks. Along with
Face Painting, the Animal Petting
Zoo and a Local Band, each teaching
team will be hosting a different
activity on the night. We are very
excited to see you all there !
** The Canteen will be open to sell
ice creams/icy poles and drinks only.

Year Level
Kinder

Four
Five

Activity
Sandpit and play dough
activities
Lego Creations
Egg and spoon race and the
Chicken run
Photo booth
Skipping ropes, hula hoops and
music
Tug of War
GaGa Pit

Six
Specialists

Soccer and Football
Bocce and Chalk designs

Leadership

Guess the Jellybeans

Prep
One
Two
Three
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KCPS Parents,
I am enormously pleased to be working as our PYP Coordinator this year and we are off and
running with our first Unit of Inquiry! Our planning conversations with teachers have been
filled with discussions as to how we can connect our children with the big ideas and provoke
student thinking....
Some planned provocations across our year levels have been; discussions about artefacts,
looking at photographs, role play experiences and interviewing friends and family. Our teachers
will then think about:





How might the provocation invite debate?
How might the provocation begin a conversation?
Might the provocation extend thinking?
Might the provocation reveal prior knowledge?

How do you at home provoke thinking in your children? What does it reveal to you about what
they understand?
Happy provoking!
Blayne Wallis
School Banking day is Wednesday
Remember, Wednesday is School Banking day and students should bring
in their weekly deposit.
For every deposit made at school, students will receive a silver Dollarmites
token. Once students have individually collected 10 tokens they can
redeem them for an exclusive School Banking reward item in recognition
of their regular savings habits.
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school
receives a Regular Savers Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits
processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which is based on
the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in
the prior year.
If your child has lost their book, they can bring their money to school in a sealed envelope with a
note on the next School Banking day. We will issue them with a replacement.
Thank you for supporting the School Banking program at Kororoit Creek Primary School. We would
also like to thank the wonderful parents who volunteer as our School Banking Co-ordinators and
process our banking every week.
If you would like to know more about School Banking visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

School Council Elections 2018: School Council elections will be held in accordance with the
attached timeline and will be advertised through the school newsletter and in the office
area in accordance with DET guidelines.
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School Council Election Process Timetable

EVENT

DATE

a) Notice of election and call for nominations

Friday 16th February 2018

b) Closing date for nominations

4.00pm Friday 23rd February 2018

to be delivered to the office Kororoit Creek Primary
School
c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will

Wednesday 28th February 2018

be posted
d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and
distributed

On or before Wednesday 7th March
2018

e) Close of ballot

4.00pm
Wednesday 14th March 2018

f) Vote count

Thursday 15th March 2018

g) Declaration of ballot

Thursday 15th March 2018

h) Special Council meeting to coopt Community

Thursday 20th March 2018

Members (the principal will preside)
i) First Council meeting to elect office bearers
(the principal will preside)

Thursday 20th March 2018
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Dates to Remember
 19 February – Year 6 Scienceworks Excursion
 26 February - Kororoit Creek Community Picnic 5:30 - 7pm
 09 March - Curriculum Day, students do not attend school on this day
 29 March - Last day of Term 1, school will finish at 1:30pm
 16 April - First day of Term 2
 13 August – Curriculum Day, students do not attend school on this day
 05 November – Curriculum Day, students do not attend school on this day

Dates to remember, term dates and camp dates are listed on our website
www.kororoitcreekps.vic.edu.au under the parent menu.
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