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IB LEARNER
PROFILE
ATTRIBUTES
INQUIRERS
KNOWLEDGEABLE
THINKERS
COMMUNICATORS
PRINCIPLED
OPEN-MINDED
CARING
RISK-TAKERS
BALANCED
REFLECTIVE

Celebrations of Learning
It has been wonderful to see our students empowered as they share their learning
with families this week. A big thank you to the parents who participated. The
children were able to talk about their Unit of Inquiry and undertook their roles with
aplomb. This valuable experience affords all children an opportunity to ‘show-off’
their new learning and the goals they will work towards in the future. A big thank
you to our teachers who support their grades in readiness for all Celebrations of
Learning throughout the year.
Study Tour
The 2019 International Baccalaureate Conference is going to be held in Hong Kong. I
am excited to be taking 3 staff members along with me on this enlivening
experience! We will attend a variety of workshops centred around teaching and
learning and will also be visiting a number of schools such as: Quarry Bay School,
Canadian International School of Hong Kong and Discovery College. We will be using
an inquiry question about the approaches to teaching and learning during these
school visits: ‘How do students and teachers work in partnership to create agentic
learners?’

School Council
All families will have received their ballot information for our parent positions on School Council.
Thank you to all who have returned their ballot paper to school. The ballot officially closes on
Tuesday 19th March at 4pm. This is a great opportunity to support a nominee in being part of our
School Council.
Evaluation Visit
An IB World School is regularly evaluated to ensure that the standards and practices of its IB
programme are being maintained. Evaluation takes place at least once every five years. As part of
the process, we have engaged in a self-study that is a key element in our school’s continual
improvement. On Monday we will have two Evaluators visit us for a number of days. During this
time, they will speak with teaching teams and our leadership group alongside our students to
appraise our learning community. We are pleased to be undergoing this process for the first time in
the school’s history as it affords us an opportunity to gain insightful feedback from highly
experienced IB educators.
Evaluation Parent Survey
Thank you to all the families who took the time to complete our survey. This valuable information
will form part of the visit next week and we will share the responses and gain insight from the
evaluators. Much of the positive feedback was centred around:
- developing and promoting the IB Learner Profile
- our ability to promote responsible action within the school and beyond
- our leadership teams’ ability to embody the PYP philosophy
- the learning environment supports the Programme of Inquiry
Some areas that we would like to explore with the evaluators, based upon parent feedback are:
- our promotion of language
- resourcing available to Year 6 students for exhibition
- differentiation of instruction to support learning needs and styles.
Thank you again to all that participated!
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2nd Instalment School Fees
This is a reminder to families who are on a payment plan that the 2nd instalment of school fees is
now due. For those of you who have a payment plan on Compass this will be deducted
automatically from your nominated credit card.
New Programme of Inquiry Display
After much planning, brainstorming and sketching we are pleased to share our new Programme of
Inquiry display! This display is now adjacent to the administration office. It showcases all of our Units
of Inquiry from Kindergarten to Year 6 and we hope it is an engaging way for our parent community
to see the ‘big idea’ and conceptual learning we aim to achieve at every year level. Please come take
a look and we welcome your feedback!
Helmets
Please ensure that if you and your child are riding or on a scooter that you are wearing a helmet. We
have had a few ‘near-misses’ of late, just outside our school gates and unfortunately there was not a
helmet to be seen! We promote safe behaviour in riding bikes and scooters as this is a legal
requirement when riding around.

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING!

Tuesday 26th March
Dress: Clean and tidy in line with our uniform policy and guidelines.
Ordering has changed this year, so you do not need to purchase photos before
photo day. Instead you will be able to view and select the images of your child
to be included in their photo package on Arthur Reed’s new web shop.
Follow these 3 easy steps1. Go to https://order.arphotos.com.au
2. Enter the image code from your child’s individual flyer
(supplied before or on photo day)
3. Fill in your mobile number and email address.
Do this for all of your children at this school.
That’s it! You’ll be notified by email/SMS when images are ready to view and
purchase!
In Arthur Reed’s new web shop you can mix & match the images included in
your package; choose any layout, any pose or image and purchase multiple
image digital downloads.
To be notified when images are ready to view –
Register once you receive your child’s unique code.
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The Easter Bunny is almost here so it is time for our
Prep, Year 1 & Year 2 children to parade their artistic
efforts by creating an Easter bonnet at home.
Let that creativity soar!
Parents are welcome to attend:
Thursday 4th April from 9.15am-10.00am
Prep: Agora
Year 1: Front of the school
Year 2: Basketball Court
We hope to see you there!
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Green Team News

Nude Food Day will be held EVERY Wednesday at KCPS. Teachers and students will collect data on
the number of student participants and the classes with the most participation throughout the
term will be announced during end of term assemblies!
NUDE FOOD day is a chance for our students to realise what they can do for their health and the
health of the planet. An event like this can give us all at KCPS a taste of the benefits, ease and fun
involved in packing a healthy, wrapper free lunch. We have noticed a great decrease in the amount
of rubbish in the yard on Wednesdays, which is fantastic to see! For additional information, please
visit our school website under the Sustainability Project tab. 
Remember you don’t just have to bring Nude food in on Wednesdays! A wrapper free lunch everyday
will greatly reduce the amount of rubbish in our environment.
Rubbish in the yard
Students have been reminded to please ensure they are throwing out rubbish into the appropriate
bins when out in the yard. This will help make sure our school continues to be a clean and
environmentally friendly community 
Gardening club
It has been fantastic to see the great work that the Gardening club has been put in the vegetable
garden at KCPS. The students have shown great responsibility and the Learner Profile attributes by
caring for the plants in the vegetable garden.
Stay tuned for the produce stalls where you will be able to buy some of our school grown delicious
produce!
Vermicomposting
In term two, our KCPS worm habitat will be up and running! Classes will be responsible for feeding
our friendly worms food scraps from our snacks and lunches to keep them happy and full! The worm
juice will be collected to fertilise our growing vegetable garden.
Things to look out for:
- Green Team Captains – these students will be chosen before the end of term one and
presented with their captain badge during the final assembly of the term. Parents will be
informed if their student is selected, and invited to attend the badge assembly.
- Worm Juice Labelling Competition
- Produce Stall
- Term Two Waste Incursion
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Reading at home
At KCPS our aim is to guide students to become confident, competent and independent readers. The
focus on classroom libraries filled with texts that students want to read and students taking home
books that they enjoy reading is to foster the love for reading in our students. Evidence from various
studies suggest that children who read for enjoyment everyday develop a broader vocabulary,
increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures as well as performing well
on reading assessments.
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Encouraging reading at home can make a huge difference in the reading lives of children and there
are many ways to encourage the love of reading at home. You can consider any of the following
suggestions:
- Read to your child regularly. Children benefit from hearing ‘good’ readers.
- This is also an opportunity to share and discuss opinions about information presented in
texts.
- Encourage your child to choose texts to read on a daily basis. Expose your child to a wide
variety of texts and give encouragement to read new material, e.g. books by a new author,
texts on different topics.
- Give encouragement and praise whenever your child chooses to read.
- Ensure your child sees other members of the family reading and talking about their reading.
- Talk about characters, people, settings, plots, events and information found in texts.
- Encourage your child to discuss how characters or people are presented in texts and make
comparisons with people in real life.
- Encourage your child to express and justify their reactions to texts and listen to the opinions
of others.
- Point out and discuss words related to different topics and subjects, e.g. ‘perimeter’ in
mathematics, ‘environment’ in science.
- Talk about how to find information in different texts, e.g. using the index, looking for
headings.
- Support your child in completing research work.
Talking about reading is the key to literacy learning and children need opportunities to interact with
others about texts that they read. Engaging in conversations with your child about their reading will
increase their understanding of the world and learn about themselves whilst also learning the
nuances of language and effective communication.

DATES TO REMEMBER


26 March – School Photos



04 April – P–2 Easter Bonnet Parade 9:15–10:00am



05 April – End of Term. Students finish at 1.30pm on this day



23 April – First day of Term 2



25 April – ANZAC Day. Students do not attend school on this day



Please check our website for camp dates, current specialist/ swimming timetables
and community notices http://kororoitcreekps.vic.edu.au/parents/#all
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KCPS Parents,
Over the next few months, we’ll be running an informative series in the school newsletter, written
by renowned Australian Child Psychologist, Michael Hawton.
Michael (a former teacher himself) has spoken with hundreds of school leaders nationwide through
a range of ‘Tough Conversations’ workshops. Based on his close work in the education sector for
many decades, Michael believes that far more parents are prematurely jumping in to fix a problem
on their child’s behalf than was the case a generation ago.
Over the next six weeks, we’ll be exploring how ’jumping in’ to fix a perceived wrong-doing to a child
(and potentially becoming frustrated) may be:


Reducing a child’s ability to resolve problems independently.



Unintentionally causing parents more worry than is reasonable.



Exacerbating a negative societal misperception about how much trust we can place in
education professionals charged with the care of our children.

We hope you enjoy the upcoming series and welcome any feedback you may have.
Yours sincerely,
Blayne Wallis
Acting Principal
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Digital devices during family time
could exacerbate bad behavior
By Michael Hawton, Child Psychologist (MAPS) and Parentshop founder.
Parents who spend a lot of time on their phones or watching television
during family activities such as meals, playtime, and bedtime could
influence their long-term relationships with their children. This is according
to researchers (Brandon T. McDaniel of Illinois State University and Jenny S.
Radesky of the University of Michigan Medical School) who say so called
‘technoference’ can lead children to show more frustration, hyperactivity, whining, sulking or
tantrums.
The same research shows that we are letting technology interfere with primal things, like looking
after our offspring. From a biological point of view, children are ‘pack animals’ who need the
connection with their pack if they are to survive and flourish. Having worked in the children’s court
for many years, I have seen parents distracted from their primary task of caregiving by drug
addiction or by their own mental health needs. This is not that different. What is going on here is
that parents are allowing this bright and shiny distraction – called their device – to determine what
they do.

Observably, the overuse of devices by parents leads to greater tension in
the household both with kid’s behavioural issues and parents getting
angry when they’re disturbed by their children.
The pattern which gets repeated is that the child seeks their parent’s attention (which is their basic
need), the parent fobs them off, the child ups the ante and then the parent feels annoyed and may
lash out. This is a cycle that can only be broken by one party though – the parent.

Some tips for parents to help them turn off their devices (tv, phone, computer)
and interact more freely with their children
1. Your phone is a resource – and just that. We have a saying in our parenting course (Talk Less Listen
More); the internet is an invited guest not an assumed resident! This basically means that you
should control your technology, having it in or out of your life, at your discretion.
2. It is about priorities and all those tiny day-to-day interactions that go into forming a healthy
attachment with children (especially under age five). If we’re letting our need for devices have
ascendancy over relationships, this is not in our child’s best interest.
3. How do you want your child to remember you? Is it as a rude, cranky person who was always on
their phone? Or as a warm and available person and one of life’s first teachers?

The physiological science behind children who are ‘acting out’ while craving
attention from their parents

It is important to realise that the equilibrium of any child’s nervous system (which is spread
throughout his or her body) is dependent on the people with whom the child has an attachment. In
other words, parents are the main ‘instruments’ – for want of a better word – who calm down
children by connecting with them, stroking them, reassuring them and saying things to help them
identify how they feel about things. Children don’t have the ability to calm themselves down until
they get older.
If kids don’t receive attention in the day- to-day interactions they may have with their parent, they’ll
possibly go to extremes to make their needs well known. Children may be misbehaving more,
because they aren’t getting enough of their parents’ attention.
On the flip side, parents also need to use devices when their kids are home, mainly for work, but also
for play and relaxation – how can parents set some boundaries for their children to also respect this
need and still know they are loved?
I think parents have the right to not be interrupted (perhaps they’re working or doing something
important) but, maybe they should also have the kids minded while they are working. At a practical
level, it’s about preparation and it’s about set-up.
The same goes with spending time with children. Parents could also timetable periods to be with
their kids, when they’re NOT on their devices. Remember, the phone is a resource you can choose
to either use or not use. With calmer, happier children as a result of that choice, it makes sense to
choose wisely.
Michael Hawton is founder of Parentshop, providing education and resources for parents and
industry professionals working with children. He has authored two books on child behaviour
management: Talk Less Listen More and Engaging Adolescents. You can find more information,
including his books and self-paced online parenting courses at
https://www.parentshop.com.au/parent-courses/

