24 May 2019

IB LEARNER
PROFILE
ATTRIBUTES
INQUIRERS
KNOWLEDGEABLE
THINKERS
COMMUNICATORS
PRINCIPLED
OPEN-MINDED
CARING
RISK-TAKERS
BALANCED
REFLECTIVE

Curriculum Day
While our students may have had a little sleep-in on
Monday, our staff were hard at work unpacking
elements of the ‘Enhanced PYP’ and the Approaches
to Learning. The IB have taken world-wide feedback
from educators. Informed by research, analysis and
school feedback, multiple elements of the
framework have been strengthened and enhanced.

Our teachers had the opportunity to refine their
understanding of skill development in creating a scope and sequence document. This
outlines the progress we would like to see in our students as they develop their:

It was a hugely beneficial day and I’d like to thank my Assistant Principals; Sarah. A, Alan & Habiba for
planning and facilitating this professional learning.
Our Education Support Staff were able to undertake their First Aid refresher training as well as
engaging in some learning related to the support we provide to children with additional needs. A big
thank you to Nicola and Brooke for assisting in this.
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Student Empowerment Group
Our ground-breaking new SEG group came together on Tuesday morning for the first time! The
School Captains did a wonderful job in facilitating discussions and encouraging our Class Captains to
involve themselves in discussion and contribute some thoughtful ideas! We began the session by
talking about our purpose, the reason we are coming together each week. The most poignant
suggestion came from one of our Year 1 students who explained, ‘This group is about collaborating
together to make our school better’. What a beautifully articulated idea!
Each group was able to participate in a ‘get-to-know-you’ exercise with their peers and they talked
about the qualities of a leader. Our next session in Week 7 will be centred around the following:
- What I love about my school
- What I would like to improve
Thank you to Sarah Garcia in preparing our School Captains to undertake this role and for making all
the participants feel comfortable and heard.
‘A Learner with agency, is a learner who is future ready’.

Book fair & Mother’s Day Stall
Thank you to all of our families who have visited our Book Fair this week. It is a wonderous sight to
see parents and children exploring books together and purchasing titles to further explore at home.
The investment that our families make enable us to choose books for our classrooms as we continue
to develop our classroom libraries.
We have also had our recent Mother’s Day Stall, which was a marvellous success. These events are
not possible without the support and time-given by our parent helpers. I’d like to say a special thank
you to these wonderful people:
Elizabeth Greco
Janelle Gaff
Emma Schwartz
Catherine Briffa
Giovanna Avati
Tracey O'Connell
Aiza Mushtag
Ridhi Jain
Paula Grima
Eylem Foley
Mary-Anne Cassar
Eve Pirotta

Natasha Rapa
Therese Arenas
Gabi Theoclitou
Palak Shah
Manori Gunawardena
Cara Koutsofta
Janani Wagawatta
Maria Field
Chen Siah
Emily Cao
Tabassum Aamer
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On-site Works
Well, the plans for our new Gaga-Pit and landscaped area at the back of the school have been
confirmed. Part of this will be fenced off in stages so that concrete can be poured, and garden beds
developed. For those who access our grounds through the back of the school, I ask that you are
mindful of the space.
Storage Cubes
As our new lockers have arrived, we have a number of cube shelving units that will need a new
home. This shelving is currently used to house student bags, which we no longer need. The
dimensions of the shelving are:
4x4 white cubes, dimensions (cm) 150h x 150w x 40d
4x4 green rectangles 120h x 170w x 40d
5x5 white cubes, taller and wider, approx. 190h x 190w x 40d
If you are interested in one or more of the above, please email our school address with your
preference. These are being offered for free.
Education Support Staff Personnel Day
On Wednesday we held a special morning tea in recognition of the fantastic work of our Education
Support Staff. ESP Day sees thousands of personnel across the globe recognised and celebrated for
the contribution they make to our students and our schools. Victoria has celebrated ES staff since
2000 – first as SSO Week, then ES Month, then National Support Staff Week. The support our ES staff
provide for students with additional needs is an integral part of the Kororoit Creek community and I
thank them on behalf of all.
End of School Day
There are times at which Melbourne traffic can be unforgiving and I understand that there are
incidences when parents are late in collecting their children. We are able to make accommodations
when this is a rare occurrence. We cannot, however, supervise children until 4pm each day. Our
administrative staff should not be responsible for looking after children on a continual basis. If this
issue does arise, we will organise for your child/ren to attend after-school care, at your own cost.
Staff Car Park
The staff car park is not an appropriate place for parents to collect their children. This gate is closed
during the school day, however, disappointingly there are some who are parking in the disabled spot
while waiting for their children. Please ensure that you find an alternative place to wait to collect
your children.

Thank you
I hope all of our families have a wonderful fortnight and manage to avoid the gelid morning weather!

Ms Blayne Wallis

Acting Principal
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Earlier this year families received information about the school Seesaw trial for student portfolios in
2019. Currently all classes throughout the school are experimenting with the platform which will
allow students to showcase their work, set personal learning goals and receive feedback from their
teachers. We have also commenced a parent trial with selected classes, where parents have been
given access to their own child’s portfolio and will meet with the school at the end of the term to
share their thoughts, ideas and wonderings about the platform. We are very grateful to these
parents for their time and enthusiasm, their input will help guide the successful roll out of the
program early Term 3, when all consenting families will receive access to their child’s portfolio.
We are happy to hear any feedback from families, so if you have anything you would like to share
about Seesaw, feel free to contact the school and arrange to talk to Leesa Cilia who is overseeing the
roll out.

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) UPDATE
There has been a lot happening over this term in STEAM. We have had our Year Three students begin
their Minecraft trial where they are exploring how they can use the learning suite on the program
within their unit of inquiry. Students have been diligently giving their lunchtimes on a Wednesday
and a Friday to participate in the learning. All of the reports from the children suggest that this will
be a great tool that we can use across the school in the future.
The school has also continued to experiment with Seesaw and classrooms across the school are
beginning to explore how to upload work in preparation for our student led conferences that will
happen in term three. Children are enjoying uploading their work and providing reflections on all
areas of the curriculum.
Some of our Year Two and Year Five classes have been involved in some differentiated coaching
around mathematics and what it means to be a mathematician. The children have enjoyed finding
out about mathematicians and solving problems with real world applications.
Year Two are about to start their science unit around climate and weather. They will complete a
number of experiments that link to their unit and tune them in to how weather can change and is
different in locations all around the world.

Hi,
My name is Audrey and I am collecting bread tags to fund wheel chairs
in South Africa. We need YOUR help! It takes 200 bread bags full of tags
to bring enough money to buy one wheelchair. Collecting bread tags
makes a difference to our environment and can be recycled to make
many items. The bread tags are sold to a recycler and the money is
donated. We would like you to collect your bread tags at home and
bring them to school. We will supply a box at the office and begin
collecting these. You could make a difference to the lives of people in need of a wheelchair.
Thank you for your help. If you would like to find out more information, you can visit the following
website: https://www.breadtagsforwheelchairs.co.za/
Audrey H18
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Specialist update
All the specialist news

MUSIC

The Grade Five students have been exploring the central idea of ‘Different genres use

different musical elements to define themselves’. Students have been analysing the musical elements used
within a range of different genres such as ‘Rock N Roll, Jazz, Punk, Ambient and Krautrock’. Students have
then implemented this understanding of what makes a genre to make their own digital composition using the
Garageband app. With their guitar playing students have been focusing on learning the D chord and songs
that use this chord such as ‘Hotel Yorba’ and ‘Bad Moon Rising’.

ART

Grade Three students have been inquiring into the Impressionist Art

movement and have created paintings inspired by Claude Monet’s famous ‘Water Lilies’
painting. Students have recreated impressionist painting techniques including short and
thick brushstrokes, dabbing and mixing vivid colours to capture light and movement within
their artworks. Next we will be exploring the Impasto style of painting employed by
Vincent Van Gogh.

PE

The Grade Two students explored the unit of Striking and Fielding. Students practiced their

striking, catching and throwing skills in various games. Towards the end of the unit they had the
opportunity to learn about the different striking and fielding sports and apply their skills into a game of
T-ball. Students begun to learn the basic rules and strategies of the game and how to work together as a
team to be more successful. Students really enjoyed this unit. Next, they will be inquiring into the unit of
Health and Fitness.

FRENCH

The Grade Two students have been been exploring the central idea ‘Climates vary and

influence where and how people live their lives’. In French, we have been looking at weather and how to
express different weather types. The students have learnt how to ask about the weather (Quel temps faitil?) and give appropriate responses such as, Il fait beau, il pleut, il fait froid. They have also inquired about
appropriate clothing items for each weather condition. Many of the students have recognised parallels
between the two languages such as, le jean, le tee-shirt, les sandales. We have been very impressed with
the work and enthusiasm from the Grade Two students.
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Green Team News
Vermicomposting – Worm farming initiative
It’s fanatastic to see the Grade 5 and 6 students who are currently
involved in the KCPS composting! Each year level will be informed when
they will be responsible for feeding our friendly worm’s food scraps from
our snacks and lunches to keep them happy and full! The worm juice will
be collected to fertilize our growing vegetable garden.

Grade 6 Composting Incursion
Grade 6 students went around to the different
classes in the school to inform students about the
Composting at KCPS. It was great to see and hear the
Grade 6 students explain how the composting works
and answered any questions students had 

Gardening Club
Make sure you continue to look out for the produce
stalls where you are able to buy some of our school
grown delicious produce!

Rubbish in the yard
Students have been reminded to please ensure they are throwing out rubbish into the appropriate
bins when out in the yard and in the classroom. This will help make sure our school continues to be a
clean and environmentally friendly community 

Just a reminder that Nude Food Day will continue to be held EVERY Wednesday @ KCPS. The Green
Team Captains will be collecting data on the number of student participants in their class
each week. Classes with the most participation throughout the term will be announced during the
end of term 2 assembly!
Things to look out for during Term 2:
-

Worm Juice Labeling Competition
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Learner Profile Attribute Hunt
Congratulations to all of our students who, through their everyday actions whilst at school, have
demonstrated the PYP Learner Profile Attributes. We appreciate your efforts!
Some of our award winners included:
Bhaavana (H20), from Batman House, who demonstrated the attribute of principled when she picked
up rubbish outside in the yard to keep our school clean and tidy.
Layla (H23), from Batman House, who demonstrated the attribute of communicator when she helped
others and shared her ideas during spelling.
Spencer (H42), from Batman house, who demonstrated to the attribute of caring when he assisted
sick bay by collecting a student from class.
Ethan (H55), from Leichhardt House, who demonstrated the attribute of principled when he turned
in a staff member’s dropped phone to a yard duty teacher.
Well done to all of our award winners.

Bhaavana (H20)

Layla (H23)

DATES TO REMEMBER
28 May – Grade 6 Celebration of Learning at 9:00am
29 May – Grade 2 Celebration of Learning at 9:00am
29 May – Grade 1 Celebration of Learning at 2:30pm
30 May – Grade 3 Celebration of Learning at 9:00am
10 June – Queen’s Birthday. Students do not attend school
17 - 21 June – Grade 6 Canberra Camp
28 June – End of Term 2. Students finish at 1.30pm
15 July – First day of Term 3
Please check our website for camp dates, current specialist/ swimming timetables and
community notices http://kororoitcreekps.vic.edu.au/parents/#all
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