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School Council 2021 
As you are aware, I recently called for nominations for our 2021 School Council. I can now 
announce that we received 2 nominations for our 2021 School Council, which means we 
do not have to hold an election this year. Thank-you to Brooke Thomas for renominating 
and a big welcome to Sasha Planinic, who will join our School Council this year as a new 
member. I look forward to working with our School Council to ensure another prosperous 
and successful year for Kororoit Creek Primary School.  
 
Entering school grounds during the school day 
Any adults entering the school grounds prior to 3.05pm MUST report to the office. You 
may have noticed new signs on the school gates in regards to visitors and parents 
entering the school grounds prior to 3.05pm. I ask that as our parent community, you 
adhere to this to ensure the safety of all of our students and I ask that if you have 
grandparents etc. collecting your child, you make sure they are aware of this also.  
There are several reasons why it is important: 

 Learning time for students continues until the bell at 3.15pm and if there are lots of 
parents gathering outside and younger siblings are playing in the playground, this can be 
extremely distracting for students and can interrupt their learning time.  

 As students are still in their final hour of learning time for the day, they could be 
walking to and from the toilets or to the office etc. They need to feel safe to do that in their school 
and with many adults in the yard, it can make this difficult.  

 Under no circumstances should parents or siblings be using student toilets. If you are on school 
grounds and you or your child need to use the toilet, you must report to the office and request to 
use the facilities in administration. I hope you can appreciate that this is for the safety of all of our 
students. As students go to and from the toilets independently during learning time, they need to 
feel safe and comfortable when doing this.  

 

If you arrive early to collect your child, please either wait in your car or there is a lovely park across the road 
that young children can play in until the appropriate time to come into school. I thank-you for your 
cooperation in this and for supporting the safety of all of our students.  
 
Classroom Routines  
A reminder that the 8.50am music is the time when children come into our classrooms so they can organise 
the things they need for the day. To promote independence and resilience, please encourage your child to 
carry their own bag into the classroom and unpack it by themselves. Our learning time begins at 9.00am 
every weekday, please ensure that you have said goodbye to your child and have left the classroom by this 
time.  Classroom teachers are available to discuss any concerns you may have before and after school by 
making a time with them directly.  
 
Importance of school attendance and being on time for school 
Please remember attendance is crucial to children’s success at school. When children have days off, over 
time this can add up and contribute to missing out on significant learning in the classroom.  
At the end of this newsletter, I have included some important information from DET I would encourage you 
all to read and be aware of.  
 

Children arriving late to school, after the official start of the day (9.00am), must enter the school via the front 
office where they will be marked on Compass as a late arrival. If they are unaccompanied, parents will 
receive a follow-up phone call or SMS. Unexplained absences will be followed up with a phone call after 
10.00am. Remember, you can enter absence details on Compass yourself, this will help keep your child’s 
teacher informed. Please enter absences by 10.00am to avoid follow-up calls.  If you know your child will be 
absent in advance (holidays or medical appointments), please enter dates into Compass prior to the date of 
absence. Thank-you for your on-going support. 

 
 

IB LEARNER 

PROFILE 

ATTRIBUTES 

INQUIRERS 
KNOWLEDGEABLE 

THINKERS 
COMMUNICATORS 

PRINCIPLED 
OPEN-MINDED 

CARING 
RISK-TAKERS 
BALANCED 
REFLECTIVE 
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Introducing… our new Class Captains and Student Empowerment Group 
Our Semester 1 Class Captains were announced at year-level assemblies this week. Unfortunately, due to 
current circumstances, parents were unable to attend, however, we have taken lots of photos to capture the 
moment. Our Class Captains will also form our ‘Student Empowerment Group’ and will have their first 
meeting in the coming weeks, where they will discuss and unpack their roles and responsibilities. Leading 
Teachers Aaron Wood and Stephanie Leonard will be working closely with our new  
‘Student Empowerment Group’ this year. The agenda for these fortnightly meetings will be jam-packed and 
will involve a variety of topics including feedback, data collection and initiatives that could be introduced 
across the school. The Class Captains will be an important voice for their peers. It was great to see their 
excitement when they heard the announcement and I look forward to working alongside them this year.  
 

Congratulations to all of our Semester 1 Class Captains – we know you will do KCPS proud! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H07   Connor & Sophia H14   Sara & Ethan H20   Ella & Ayanna 

H08   Zara & Viraat H15   Aaliyah & Ahmad H21   Ava & Luke 

H10   Avni & Sofia H16   Cassie & Elissa H22   Bailey & Anastasia 

H11   Pearl & Mary H17   Myrah & Dewan H23   Oliver & Elisha 

H12   Alexi & Dua H18   Marcus & Juliette H24   Ayden & Sayeda-Eshaal 

H13   Mia & William H19   Elias & Rayyan  

H25   Prisha & Samuel H56   Rafael & Shania H44   Bhaavana & Tia H34   Kayden & Ivy 

H26   Izaak & Tammin H38   Mila-Rose & Abdullah H45   Alex & Prakasha H35   Alexander & Taylor 

H27   Lara & Sanjana H39   Emily & Adrian H46   Sienna & Daniel H36   Lucas & Leticia 

H28   Aria & Angelo H40   Keely & Miguelle H30   Dastan & Isabella H37   Sithuli & Nathanyl 

H29   Lana & Chenglin H41   Kayla & Isabelle H31   Aaron & Sienna  

H54   Amelia & Zeyad H42   Aidan & Krista H32   Lawson & Maham  

H55   Rida & Zack H43   Jaxon & Chloe H33   Noah & Chloe  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 4 March – Year 3-6 Cross Country Carnival 

 8 March – Labour Day Public Holiday. Students do not attend school 

 1 April – Last Day of Term 1 
 

Please check our website for camp dates, current specialist/swimming timetables and community 
notices http://kororoitcreekps.vic.edu.au/parents/#all  

 

 
Homework 
We have been yet to launch our homework this year as we will be making some small modifications to what 
this will look like for both students and for you as parents. Stay tuned over the next few days for some 
information to be shared via Compass in regards to homework in 2021 at KCPS.  
 
School Photos 2021 
Annual school photos will be taken by Arthur Reed Photos on Tuesday 16th & Wednesday 17th March, 2021.  
This year, all family photos will be taken on Wednesday the 24th March. 
There is no need to return any forms or money to school. 
Unique image codes will be issued to all students before photo day so families can register online to view 
images when they become available in the webshop. Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on 
your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it and remember to add the codes for all your children 
attending this school. Even if you registered last year, it’s important that you do so again this year using your 
child’s 2021 image code to link their images for the current year with your contact details. When images are 
ready to view and in the webshop, all parents who have registered will be notified by SMS and email.  
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2021 images are online to view before making your 
purchase.   
      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 

Walk to School Bus Reminder 
 

We would like to thank all the students who are participating in the Walk to School Bus. We are 

thoroughly enjoying getting to know many more friendly faces from our KCPS community.  

The Walk to School Bus is an opportunity for students to begin their day with their peers whilst 

getting a bit of exercise in before the school day commences. Additionally, we know that it alleviates 

traffic on a Friday morning around the school. It would be fantastic to have more students join us, 

as we walk to school. Permission forms can be collected from the office and will be available on 

Friday mornings from the pick-up point along Inglewood Drive at 8.25am.   

Hope to see some new faces there. 

  

 

http://kororoitcreekps.vic.edu.au/parents/#all
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EVERY DAY COUNTS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. 
Students learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them behind.  

 

SCHOOL IS BETTER WHEN YOUR CHILD IS THERE 

Why it’s important  

We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education 
begin with students coming to school each and every day. 

If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them 
up for success in the later years of school. 

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes. 

Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and 
reading. 

Getting in early 

Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the 
early years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test 
scores than their classmates.  

It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school.  

IN VICTORIA SCHOOL IS COMPULSORY FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE AGED 6 -17 YEARS 

Student Absences 

The main reasons for absence are: 

Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. 
It’s vital that they’re only away on the days they are genuinely sick, and developing good sleep 
patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference. 

Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and 
not during the term. If you are planning to go on holiday during term time, make sure that you talk 
to your child’s school in advance, and work with them to develop an absence learning plan. 

“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their 
classmates – every day counts.  

Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. 
There can be many reasons for truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to 
work together. 
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School refusal - School refusing children will experience significant emotional distress not only 
when going to school but also at the thought of going to school; they may be absent from school 
for weeks or even months at a time. School refusal differs from truancy as children generally stay 
home with the knowledge of the parents and despite their best efforts to encourage their child to go 
to school. See: My child or teenager has anxiety 
BEING AWAY FROM SCHOOL FOR ONE DAY A FORTNIGHT EQUALS 
MISSING 1.5 YEARS OVER 13 YEARS OF SCHOOL 

If your child is away 

If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to 
ensure they don’t fall behind: 

Inform the school 

 Speak with your child’s classroom teacher and find out what work they need to do to keep up. 

 Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher 
as early as possible. 

Openly communicating with your child's school about all absences is a good way to prevent 
attendance issues being escalated to a School Attendance Officer. A School Attendance Officer is 
a Department of Education and Training Regional Director who has authority to follow up 
attendance issues. Chronic or ongoing attendance issues that are escalated can lead to an 
Infringement Notice being issued to parent/s.  

If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we 
can work together to get your child to school every day. 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by 
contacting your child’s school and asking for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 

 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind, and can affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 

 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 

 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea  

 Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family 
holidays during the term 

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. 
Schools want to work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing. 

Further information  

For more information and resources to help address attendance issues, visit: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/studentmanagement/attendance/Pages/improve-
attendance.aspx 

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/collaboration/cdteam/projectdocs/Attendance%202017/Attendance%20-%20final%20web/Parent%20factsheets/My%20child%20or%20teenager%20has%20anxiety.docx

